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Of the seaports, the most noteworthy are Rasht and
Barfrush on the Caspian; Mphammerah on the Shat-el-
Arab; and Bushahr, Bandar-Abbas, and Lingah on the
Persian Gulf. Easht, capital of Ghilan, stands at the
head of the shallow lagoon or backwater of Enzeli, where
all the shipping stops. It is a thoroughly Persian town,
with dirty, close streets, and very unhealthy, as is most
of this low-lying, swampy coast. The importance of this

POETBESS OF TABRIZ.

flourishing seaport is in great measure due to its large
export trade in silk, all the raw silk of the province
being shipped at ILisht. \

Barfrusli lies at the mouth of a large sluggish stream
300 feet broad, here crossed by a solid brick bridge. It
is surrounded by dense forests, is noted for its numerous
schools and colleges, and does a considerable trade in
silk and cotton. The population, said at one time to
have amounted to 200,000, has now fallen to less than
one-fourth of that number.                                          *

Although at present a Wretched place, .built of mud